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FREEDOM FOR IRANIAN JEWS

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to inform
my colleagues of a resolution I am introducing
today on behalf of the thirteen Iranian Jews
now in custody on trumped up charges in Iran.
In addition to the gentleman from California,
Mr. SHERMAN, I am pleased that our distin-
guished Speaker, the gentleman from Illinois,
Mr. HASTERT, is an original cosponsor of this
measure, as well as the Ranking Minority
Member on our House International Relations
Committee, the gentleman from Connecticut,
Mr. GEJDENSON.

Between January and March 1999, thirteen
Jews were arrested in Iran and charged with
spying for Israel and the United States. This is
an outrageous charge that is without merit,
having been denied by both our government
and the State of Israel.

No evidence has been brought forth to sub-
stantiate these arrests, and no formal charges
have been lodged after more than a year of
consideration. Yet these thirteen individuals
continue to face serious charges, and their
trial was scheduled to begin on April 13th.

Secretary of State Albright has identified this
case as ‘‘one of the barometers of U.S.-Iran
relations’’, and countless nations have ex-
pressed their concern for these individuals, es-
pecially their human rights under the rule of
law.

This resolution insists that Iran mush show
signs of respecting human rights as a pre-
requisite for improving its relationship with the
United States; and therefore urges the Clinton
Administration to condemn the arrest and con-
tinued prosecution of these thirteen people;
demand that the fabricated charges be
dropped and the men immediately released;
and ensure that Iran’s treatment of this case
is a benchmark for determining the nature of
current and future United States-Iran relations.

Accordingly, I urge our colleagues to sup-
port this resolution, whose text is printed
below, since it sends a clear message to the
government in Teheran that we will not coun-
tenance, nor will we remain silent, in the face
of arrests of innocent individuals on trumped
up charges.

H. CON. RES. 307
Whereas on the eve of the Jewish holiday

of Passover in 1999, 13 Jews, including com-
munity and religious leaders in the cities of
Shiraz and Isfahan, were arrested by the au-
thorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
accused of spying for the United States and
Israel;

Whereas no evidence has been brought
forth to substantiate these arrests, and no
formal charges have been lodged after more
than a year of consideration;

Whereas the Secretary of State has identi-
fied the case of the 13 Jews in Shiraz as ‘‘one
of the barometers of U.S.-Iran relations’’;

Whereas countless nations have expressed
their concern for these individuals and espe-
cially their human rights under the rule of
law;

Whereas Iran must show signs of respect-
ing human rights as a prerequisite for im-
proving its relationship with the United
States; and

Whereas President Khatami was elected on
a platform of moderation and reform: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that the Clinton Administration
should—

(1) condemn, in the strongest possible
terms, the arrest and continued prosecution
of the 13 Iranian Jews;

(2) demand that these fabricated charges be
dropped immediately and individuals re-
leased forthwith; and

(3) ensure that Iran’s treatment of this
case is a benchmark for determining the na-
ture of current and future United States-Iran
relations.

f

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 12, 2000

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to once again participate in the an-
nual remembrance of the Armenian genocide.
This year marks the 85th Anniversary of that
terrible tragedy, which claimed the lives of
over 1.5 million Armenians between 1915 and
1923.

The Armenian Genocide started in 1915,
when the Turkish government rounded up and
killed Armenian soldiers. Then, on April 24,
1915, the government turned its attention to
slaughtering Armenian intellectuals. They were
killed because of their ethnicity, the first group
in the 20th Century killed not for what they
did, but for who they were.

By the time the bloodshed of the genocide
ended, the victims included the aged, women
and children who had been forced from their
homes and marched to relocation camps,
beaten and brutalized along the way. In addi-
tion to the 1.5 million dead, over 500,000 Ar-
menians were driven from their homeland.

It is important that we make the time, every
year, to remember the victims of the Armenian
genocide. We hope that, by remembering the
bloodshed and atrocities committed against
the Armenians, we can prevent this kind of
tragedy from repeating itself. Unfortunately,
history continues to prove us wrong.

So, Mr. Speaker, as we begin this new cen-
tury, we must not forget the horrors of the past
one. It is important to continue to talk about
the Armenian genocide. We must keep alive
the memory of those who lost their lives dur-
ing the eight years of bloodshed in Armenia.
We must educate other nations who have not
recognized that the Armenian genocide oc-
curred. Above all, we must remain vigilant.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Armenian-Ameri-
cans—the survivors and their descendants—
who continue to educate the world about the
tragedy of the Armenian Genocide and make
valuable contributions to our shared American
culture. Because of their efforts, the world will
not be allowed to forget the memory of the
victims of the first 20th Century holocaust.

STATEMENT IN CELEBRATION OF
THE LIFE OF REVEREND EARL
NANCE, SR.

HON. WILLIAM (BILL) CLAY
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, today I pay tribute
to the Reverend Earl Nance, Sr. of St. Louis,
who passed away on Tuesday, April 4, at the
age of 89. While Reverend Nance was pastor
of the Greater Mount Carmel Church for over
43 years until retiring in 1994, he will be most
remembered for his active role in St. Louis
politics and the civil rights movement of the
1960’s.

Born in Alma, Arkansas, Reverend Nance
attended both Lincoln University in Jefferson
City, Missouri and Morehouse College in At-
lanta, Georgia. During his studies at More-
house, Reverend Nance befriended the late
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whom
he would later invite to the city of St. Louis to
speak at a civil rights rally of over 9,000 indi-
viduals in 1957. He would remain a close an
active ally of Dr. King as the Civil Rights
movement grew and progressed during the
1960’s.

Politically, Reverend Nance played an active
role in many organizations in the St. Louis
community. While pastor of the Greater Mount
Carmel Missionary Baptist Church, he served
on the St. Louis School Board from 1966 to
1973. He would also serve as an advisor to
four St. Louis mayors, including Raymond
Tucker, A.J. Cervantes, Vincent C.
Schoelmehl, Jr., and Freeman Bosley, Jr.

Reverend Nance will be remembered as
both a friend and public servant of the highest
integrity. The city of St. Louis, and all who are
dedicated to the cause of racial harmony and
equal opportunity, will long cherish the many
contributions of this outstanding leader.

I would like to share the following articles
about Reverend Nance’s passing from the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch on April 6, 2000.

[From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch Metro,
Thurs., Apr. 6, 2000]

PASTOR AND POLITICAL ACTIVIST EARL NANCE
SR. DIES AT 89

(By Paul Harris)
The Rev. Earl Nance Sr., a longtime Bap-

tist pastor and a community and political
activist in St. Louis, died Tuesday (April 4,
2000) at Compton Heights Hospital after a
brief illness. He was 89 and lived in St. Louis.

The Rev. Mr. Nance was pastor for 43 years
of Greater Mount Carmel Missionary Baptist
Church. His son, the Rev. Earl Nance Jr., co-
pastor of the church, took over when his fa-
ther retired in 1994.

The Rev. Mr. Nance and his son had a rela-
tionship that was more than just father and
son—they were the closest of friends.

‘‘It was definitely a strong relationship
. . . and it remained so,’’ Nance said. ‘‘I
guess you could say we were like brothers,
but you would always know who was the fa-
ther. He was my role model, and he paved
the way for me in the church and in the
city.’’

Their lives had many other parallels. Both
have been teachers in St. Louis Public
Schools, have served on the St. Louis School
Board and have served on the board of the
Mathews-Dickey Boys’ Club.

The Rev. Mr. Nance was an adviser to St.
Louis Mayors Freeman Bosley Jr., Vincent
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C. Schoemehl Jr., John H. Poelker, Alfonso
J. Cervantes and Raymond R. Tucker.

He served as president of the Central City
Food Store, and he was the first president of
the Missouri Progressive Baptist State Con-
vention and moderator of its St. Louis Dis-
trict Association.

Reared on a farm in Alma, Ark., the Rev.
Mr. Nance came to St. Louis in the 1930s and
worked as a baggage handler at the bus sta-
tion while living at the YMCA. He later sold
insurance and attended the old Brooks Bible
College here and Gamon Theological Semi-
nary in Atlanta. He also served in the Army
in World War II.

He graduated from Lincoln University in
Jefferson City and Morehouse College in At-
lanta, where he was a classmate of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In 1962, he was
instrumental in bringing the civil rights
leader to St. Louis.

Recently, he received the Pioneer Award
from the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
State Commemorative Committee for his
commitment to civil rights in St. Louis.

Martin L. Mathews, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Mathews-Dickey Boys
and Girls Club, was a friend of the Rev. Mr.
Nance for more than 40 years.

‘‘He was always willing to go beyond the
call of duty to help not only his congrega-
tion, but he would reach out and help others
in the community,’’ Mathews said. ‘‘He was a
stern man, but fair. . . . He stood by what he
believed in and never wavered.’’

The Rev. Mr. Nance was considered a men-
tor and counselor to many of the younger
Baptist pastors in the city.

‘‘He was there to help me shape my min-
istry,’’ said the Rev. Willie J. Ellis Jr., pas-
tor of New Northside Baptist Church. ‘‘He
was a man that spoke his mind. . . . He told
it just like it was.’’

The Rev. E.G. Shields, pastor of Mount
Beulah M.B. Church, affectionately called
the Rev. Mr. Nance ‘‘Dad.’’

‘‘He had a love for younger pastors. He
wanted us to make it,’’ Shields said. ‘‘He
helped us to build our churches by first get-
ting our financial statements together. I
loved and respected him. He was truly a fa-
ther figure to me.’’

The Rev. Mr. Nance served as an associate
pastor at Galilee Baptist Church and at Cal-
vary Baptist Church before he became pastor
of Greater Mount Carmel.

Visitation will be from 3 to 6 p.m. Satur-
day at Greater Mount Carmel M.B. Church,
1617 North Euclid Avenue. A funeral service
will be at 6 p.m. Sunday at the church. Bur-
ial will be at St. Peter’s Cemetery, 2101
Lucas and Hunt Road.

The Rev. Mr. Nance was married to the
late Thelma Brown Nance, who also was a
teacher in St. Louis Public Schools. She died
in May. Survivors are two brothers, Clyde
Nance and Ray Nance, both of Los Angeles;
a sister, Sue Nance of Los Angeles; and a
granddaughter.

A CIVIL RIGHTS PIONEER, MR. EARL NANCE SR.
With the passing of the Rev. Earl Nance Sr.,

the civil rights movement, the people of St.
Louis and members of the Greater Mount Car-
mel Missionary Baptist Church have lost a
friend.

As one of 18 children born to Betty and Wil-
lis Nance of Alma, Ark., Mr. Nance came from
a humble background. Education was the tool
Mr. Nance used to advance. He never forgot
where he came from, and he always worked
for better schools.

He began his formal education in Fort
Smith, Ark., and attended Gamon Theological
Seminary in Atlanta and Brooks Bible College
in St. Louis. He was a graduate of Lincoln

University in Jefferson City and of Morehouse
College in Atlanta.

While at Morehouse, Mr. Nance was the
somewhat older classmate, study partner and
friend of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. Earl
Nance became one of Mr. King’s lieutenants
in the civil rights movement and helped plan
some of the movement’s strategies.

He was influential in bringing the Rev. Dr.
King to speak at a Freedom Rally here in
1957. More than 9,000 people attended the
rally at Kiel Auditorium Convention Hall. The
money raised helped the civil rights effort in
the South.

And twice when Dr. King came to St. Louis
he spoke at Washington Tabernacle Church,
where the Rev. Mr. Nance’s uncle, the late
Rev. Dr. John E. Nance, was pastor. Before
becoming pastor of Greater Mount Carmel in
1951, the Rev. Mr. Nance was a public school
teacher. He was a member of the St. Louis
School Board from 1966 to 1973 and an ad-
viser to four St. Louis mayors: Raymond Tuck-
er, A.J. Cervantes, Vincent C. Schoemehl Jr.
and Freeman Bosley Jr.

For all his contributions to the community
and church, perhaps Mr. Nance’s greatest leg-
acy is his son, the Rev. Earl Nance Jr. The
younger Mr. Nance and his father were re-
garded as a team, with the son following
closely in his father’s footsteps. Mr. Nance Jr.
and his father were co-pastor’s of Greater
Mount Carmel from 1979 until the elder
Nance’s retirement in 1994.

Shortly after his father’s death, Earl Nance
Jr. recalled two of his favorite memories of his
father: ‘‘He had a good sense of humor. He al-
ways kept us laughing at home. And he never
missed my baseball games. He always
blocked out Saturdays so he could watch me
play.’’
f

COMMENDING THE STUDENTS AT
MOUNTLAKE TERRACE HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. JAY INSLEE
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, at an event back
home in Washington State, I had the oppor-
tunity to speak and listen to a group of stu-
dents from Mountlake Terrace High School in
my Congressional District. The group I spoke
with represents some of the best and the
brightest of our nation and their voices ought
to be heard as we debate education reform.
After I spoke to them many of the students e-
mailed me with their thoughts and I rise today
to share a few of the concerns that they have
about the issues that we are debating in this
chamber.

Justine, a student at Mountlake Terrace,
stated the importance of good, high quality
teachers. She wrote: ‘‘They are the ones who
are teaching us how to take care of this beau-
tiful place when people like you become too
old to do so.’’ We are on the verge of a teach-
er crisis in our country. Our children recognize
the effects that teachers have on our future—
I believe that it is time for us to recognize this
as well.

I ask you to support a bill that I plan to intro-
duce as an incentive for young people to enter
into the teaching profession. Many of our

young adults graduate from college strapped
by enormous loans. My bill forgives the loans
for those who teach in public schools for five
years. This is a step in the right direction. It
will help schools in all of our districts and we
have the chance this year to make an impact.

Second, many students addressed what we
call the digital divide. Angee, another student
at Mountlake Terrace wrote to me: ‘‘I thought
it would be cool to take classes off the Inter-
net. That would be very beneficial to people in
our school who may need a certain class to
graduate that is not offered at our school.’’

We can address this issue. I have written to
my colleagues on the Appropriations Com-
mittee asking them to fund technology initia-
tives that make Advanced Placement courses
widely available to students by teaching them
via the Internet. This is a real opportunity for
us to expand curricula and at the same time
allow students to develop more sophisticated
computer skills. I urge my colleagues to join
me in finding ways to use technology to en-
hance and expand educational opportunities.

Third and finally, a student wrote to me: ‘‘I
would like to know what you would do to keep
drugs out of school and how you would keep
guns out of the hands of people who might
commit crimes or be a danger to themselves.’’
This is a good question and unfortunately the
answer is, ‘‘Not enough.’’

Both Houses of Congress have passed Ju-
venile Justice legislation. To Members serving
on the Conference committee—I ask that you
go out into your communities and talk to stu-
dents like the ones in my district and be sure
that you can respond to their concerns about
safety. Students realize that they have a re-
sponsibility to look out for each other and they
know that they need to continue to do this.
Parents also have a responsibility to be sure
that they listen to their children and be the ar-
chitects of a moral code of conduct for their
family. As lawmakers we too share this re-
sponsibility to make our schools and commu-
nities safe. We cannot lecture parents, chil-
dren, teachers and families about what they
should be doing if we have not stepped up
ourselves to address this issue where we can.

We stand now at a unique cross roads in
American history. We enjoy a time of pros-
perous peace and economists predict that we
will have a budget surplus in the federal budg-
et. We are in a position to invest in the next
generation of our nation. Unfortunately, our
political system does not allow the students
that I met with to vote. Imagine what would
happen if they could. Think about what will
happen in a few years when they can. They
have asked me to help them and I challenge
you—my colleagues—to join me and embrace
the ideas represented by the next generation
of Americans.
f

‘‘THE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL ECONOMY
ACT OF 2000’’

HON. DALE E. KILDEE
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000
Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, recent gasoline

price spikes have renewed our awareness that
continuing improvements in fuel economy are
important to America. Because the goal of im-
proved fuel economy should not be forgotten,
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